
Minutes 
Of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners 
January 8, 2007 

7:00pm 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Lee Bissett, Stanley 
Hawley, Clyde Best and Bill Newkirk. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Mark Edwards, Town Attorney; Ken Ripley, Spring 
Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Mayor Gwaltney called the meeting to order. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to approve the minutes of December 11, 2006. 
Commissioner Clark seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to enter into a Public Hearing for consideration of a 
motion authorizing an application on a CDBG program regarding possible critical needs 
application for improvements to North Poplar Street. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. After some discussion by David Cox with RSM Harris Associates, 
Commissioner Bissett made a motion to close the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner 
Hawley. John Holpe, Town Manager suggested to the board to hold off on applying for this grant 
this year; maybe applying for it next year. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to enter into a Public Hearing for consideration of a motion 
authorizing application regarding possible CBGG applicationfor Economic Development Funds 
for storm drainage improvement work on South Pine Street. Commissioner Hawley seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. After some discussion, Commissioner Best made a motion to 
close the Public Hearing. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. Commissioner Best made a motion to pursue with this grant. Commissioner 
Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. This grant will be administered through 
the Department of Commerce and a match is also required. John Holpe, Town Manager stated 
that Carolina Gateway had expressed their interest in assisting with some of the grant if 
approved. The total grant could be up to$ 100,000 and the local match would be $33,000. 

Commissioner Newkirk made a motion to enter into a Public Hearing for consideration of 
approval to adopt a Resolution Closing a Portion of Elm Street. Commissioner Hawley seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously. 



After some discussion, Commissioner Bissett made a motion to go back to the regular session. 
Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. Commissioner Hawley 
made a motion to approve the resolution to close a portion of Elm Street. Commissioner Newkirk 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to open a Public Hearing regarding an amendment to 
Zoning Ordinances Establishing Standards for Group Homes. Commissioner Best seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. After some discussion, Commissioner Hawley made a motion 
to close the Public Hearing. Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to approve an Ordinance to add a new subsection 504.77 
Group Homes in Article IV -Development Standards-( A, B, C). Commissioner Bissett seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Newkirk made a motion to approve the tax releases (see attached). Commissioner 
Bissett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to amend Chapter IV, Section 4 .No Trucks Parking in a 
Residential Area of the Ordinances drafted by Mark Edwards, Town Attorney by changing it to 
civil penalty instead of a criminal violation. Commissioner Best seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated that the county was unwilling to change its water charges and 
water purchase minimum required for the town to join a countywide water system despite the 
town's position that the charges and the minimums were unacceptable. 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated that the bids for the New Town Hall will be open at 2:00pm 
in the Town Hall on Tuesday, January 9, 2007. 

A meeting was set up for January 22nd at 7:00pm. Mayor Gwaltney stated we got one bid on the 
demolition, and we need to reject that bid and readvertise the project. 

Police Chief Tim Denton gave an update on the Police Department. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to recess the meeting until January 22nd at 7:00pm. 
Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
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Recessed Meeting 
Of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners 
January 22, 2007 

7:00pm 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Lee Bissett, Bill 
Newkirk, Clyde Best and Stanley Hawley. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Mark Edwards, Town Attorney; Liz Fairman, Town 
Attorney; Ken Ripley, Spring Hope Enterprise; and Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Commissioner Bissett made a motion to reconvene the meeting from January 8, 2007, 
Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

A report was given by John Holpe, Town Manager concerning the new town hall project. There 
were eight builders that submitted bids on January 22nd. All the bids were higher that the town's 
estimated cost for construction. Dan Co Builders of Rocky Mount submitted the lowest bid of 
$868,364; Heaton Construction Company-$ 930,000; Bordeaux Construction-$971,000; Inland 
Construction-$ 1,007,095; Calvin Davenport, Inc.-$ 984,000; H. G. Reynolds-$ 1,016,000; 
D.J. Rose & Son Inc.-$997,650; Blue Ridge Enterprise-$ 1,054,000. 

Mayor Gwaltney, John Holpe, Town Manager; Russell Pearlman, Architect with The Wooten 
Company and Buck Kennedy and Mike Harris, with The Rural Center and Mark Hurt with 
DanCo Builders explore changes in the building design to cut costs. The Wooten Company 
engineers came up with a list of 13 possible changes for DanCo to consider. 

1. Replace plaza with a lawn; retain stairs, rework ramp 
2. Town to bring water and sewer to 5 feet of building exterior 
3. Replace painted CMU on exterior back and sides with brick. 
4. Replace the single-ply membrane roof and parapet covering with internally clipped 

standing seam metal. 
5. Divide the lower glass on window type "C" with a vertical mullion. 
6. Replace Armstrong Cirrus ceiling tile with Armstrong Fine Fissured. 
7. Replace sheet vinyl with Armstrong Stonetex 12x12 tiles. 
8. Replace Shaw Movement carpet with Shaw Division, or Patcraft or Lees equal. 
9. Delete auditorium seating 
10. Delete sprinklers; Council Room walls become two hour UL Design U419, doors are 90 

minute rated, fire dampers required on ducts. 
11. Replace plumbing fixtures with generic brands of equal properties. 
12. Replace light fixtures with generic brands of equal properties. 
13. Allow MC Cable in lieu of conduit. 



John Holpe, Town Manager stated the town could increase its loan from the USDA by 
$ 360,000, but it would increase the annual payments from $35,000 per year to almost $50,000 
annually. Another option would be to increase the down payment by $200,000 from the town's 
fund balance and savings in the water and sewer fund. 

The board recommended adding demolition of the old building in the rebidding. Commissioners 
authorized the town manager to advertise for new bids, asking bidders to bid on the original 
project with the alternate bid on a revised building and to include a bid for demolishing the old 
town hall. Commissioner Best made a motion to reject all bids and rebid the project with the 13 
items, and add the demolition on the same design building. Commissioner Hawley seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Bissett made a motion to place these two items to the agenda. (1) Consideration 
of request of a property owner to have property brought into the town's ETJ. (2) Consideration 
Of Resolution to request Special Legislation to extend Town's ETJ. These items were requested 
by Frank Garcia, developer. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

There being no further business, Commissioner Best made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner 
Bissett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Attest: 

r s?,itted by: ·-

!J)l-~1}~ 
Betsy Boy~~f 
Town Clerk 



Minutes 
of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners 
February 12, 2007 

7:00pm 

Members present: Mayor Pro-Tern Marion Clark, Commissioners Clyde Best, Lee Bissett, Bill 
Newkirk and Stanley Hawley. Mayor Buddy Gwaltney was absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Mark Edwards, Town Attorney; Ken Ripley, Spring 
Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Mayor Pro Tern Clark opened the meeting. Commissioner Hawley made a motion for 
Commissioner Best to preside in the absence of the Mayor. Commissioner Newkirk seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Clark made a motion to approve the minutes of January 8 and the recessed 
meeting of January 22, 2007. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

A discussion of a New Proposal from Nash County on the Towns' participation in a County 
Wide Water System was given by Bob Murphy, Nash County Manager along with three county 
commissioners and Buck Kennedy with The Wooten Company. Bob Murphy stated that he offer 
the town the best proposal that the county could afford. All of the commissioners stated that the 
proposal would put too high a burden on Spring Hope residents for water the town does not yet 
needs to purchase. 

The proposal extending from Rocky Mount reservoir in western part ofNash County would 
require the town to purchase 70% of its 135,000 gallons per day water needs from the county 
and increase the percentage over a decade to 90% of its total. Buck Kennedy with The Wooten 
Company stated the average monthly increase for Spring Hope residents using 4500 gallons 
would be $12.60, increasing the current average bill of$ 17.00 to$ 29.60. No action was taken 
at this point. 

Mr. Holpe, Town Manager stated that it had been bought to his attention concerning setting up 
an Enterprise Fund to have "Singing Events" at the Spaulding Auditorium. Commissioner Clark 
made a motion to authorize the town manager to come back to the board with the detail and to 
set up an Enterprise Fund. Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to reappoint Sylvia Williams or Jennis Toney Carpenter 
to the Revitalization Board. If either one turned it down, appoint Tracy Jackson. Commissioner 
Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 



Commissioner Hawley made a motion to approve a budget amendment of$ 17,000 to the Powell 
Bill Account-Contracted Services and add a new line in Revenues- Powell Bill Allocation 
Previous Years. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to approve the lease agreement between the Department 
of Transportation and the Town of Spring Hope for $1.00 per year. Commissioner Bissett 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to declare the Blue Round Body Truck surplus property 
and advertise it in the Spring Hope Enterprise. Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and 
it passed unanimously. 

Mr. Holpe, Town Manager stated that Rebids for the new town hall will be open on February 
281

h at 2:00pm 

Chief Tim Denton gave an update on the Police Department. 

After the Commissioners gave their input on the County Wide Water System, Commissioner 
Bissett made a motion not to accept the plan with the County. Commissioner Hawley seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to recess the meeting until March 1, 2007 at 6:00pm. 
Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 



Recessed Meeting 
March 1, 2007 

6:00pm 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioner Lee Bissett, Marion Clark, Bill 
Newkirk and Stanley Hawley. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Mark Edwards, Town Attorney; Ken Ripley, Spring 
Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Mayor Gwaltney presided over the meeting. 

A presentation and discussion of Re-Bids on the New Town Hall was given by John Holpe, 
Town Manager, Russell Pearlman with The Wooten Company and Mike Harris with the USDA. 
Mr. Pearlman stated that The Heaton Construction Company had the low bid of$ 878,000 with 
$22,000 Demolition. 

Mr. Holpe presented his budget with additional loan of $50,000 and to add $20,000 from the 
Water and Sewer Fund. Mike Harris presented his budget to add additional account for 
Contingency. 

A discussion of Clean Water Management Trust Fund Grant Application to Repair all Sewer Lift 
Stations and to Relocate Dechlorination Chamber was given by the town manager including 
repairs to eight Lift Stations for$ 941,030. Commissioner Bissett made a motion to approve the 
Resolution for Sewer Rehabilitation and WWTP Repairs Project from the NC Clean Water 
Management Trust Fund. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to a take a 10 minute break. Commissioner Bissett 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

After the meeting reconvene, Commissioner Hawley made a motion to award the contract on the 
New Town Hall to the Heaton Construction Company from Roanoke Rapids for $900,000. 
Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to adopt the Resolution to borrow additional funds from 
the USDA. Commissioner Clark seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Newkirk made a motion to award the Hazardous Materials Abatement Contract to 
EHG, LLC from Morrisville, NC. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 



Commissioner Hawley made a motion to borrow additional funds of$ 200,000. Commissioner 
Newkirk 

Mr. Holpe, Town Manager stated that we will be sorting out items and save them to be auction 
off. The Town Office will be closed March 22 and 23 to pack up and move to the interim Town 
Hall. 

There being no further business, Commissioner Hawley made a motion to adjourn. 
Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

fub,tted by: 

~E.u l;&J~;,_J 
Betsy Boyki\! -q 
Town Clerk 

Attest: 



Minutes 
Of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
March 12, 2007 

7:00pm 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Bill Newkirk, Stanley 
Hawley and Clyde Best. Commissioner Lee Bissett was absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Mark Edwards, Town Attorney; Amanda Clark, 
Nashville Graphic; Ken Ripley, Spring Hope Enterprise. 

Mayor Gwaltney opened the meeting and Commissioner Clark gave the invocation. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
February 12, 2007 and the Recessed Meeting of March 1, 2007. Commissioner Clark seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Sue Yerkes, the County Recreation Director was asking permission from the town board to 
setup, finance and run the Spring Hope entire Recreation Program for residents inside and 
outside of the town. She stated that the county would set up a local office and pay an employee 
to handle all programs. She stated that the town would be asked to set aside funds that the town 
had been spending on recreation. Commissioner Newkirk made a motion to pass a resolution 
asking county commissioners to take a look at the community's recreation needs and giving its 
support to the county program for the Spring Hope area. Commissioner Best seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 

Mr. Holpe, Town Manager stated that Sylvia Williams and Jennis Toney Carpenter were unable 
to serve on the Revitalization Board. This item was tabled until later. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to adopt the Enterprise Fund for the Spaulding Auditorium. 
Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. (Budget is attached). 

A discussion for approval of local match for CDBG Economic Development grant of $100,000 
project for storm drainage improvement work on South Pine Street will be discuss in the next 
fiscal year budget. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to approve a budget adjustment to add $500 for account 
number 10-4100-0500 for FICA and take it out of General Fund Balance. Commissioner Best 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated that we needed a Retreat Meeting on the compensatory pay 
plan and annexation. A date of April 21, 2007 was scheduled for meeting which would be held in 
the Library Conference Room. 



John Holpe, Town Manager stated that the fence at the small ball field will be installed by 
Seagers Fence Company for $925.00 

A closed session was scheduled for an evaluation of the town manager. Commissioner Best 
stated that he had not looked at the evaluation performance form well enough to do any thing 
tonight. He stated that each one should evaluate separately and bring it back in closed session 
next month. 

Police Chief Denton gave an update on the Police Department. 

William Toney Jr. and Spring spoke on behalf of the neighbors that had sign a petition about 
problems at the Spaulding Gym. The officers had to go to Spaulding several time for complaints 
about loud music, public drinking and people wandering around outside. 

There being no further business, Commissioner Hawley made a motion to adjourn, seconded by 
Commissioner Newkirk and it passed unanimously. 

Attest: 
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Minutes 
Of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
Held in the Spring Hope Community Building 

April 9, 2007 
7:00pm 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Stanley 
Hawley, Clyde Best and Bill Newkirk. Commissioner Lee Bissett was absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Mark Edwards, Town Attorney; Ken Ripley, 
Spring Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Mayor Gwaltney called the meeting to order and invocation was given by Commissioner 
Clark. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to approve the minutes of March 12,2007 
meeting. Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

There was a discussion of the Gateway Partnership's contract regarding their local match 
on the CDBG application for storm drainage improvement work on South Pine Street. 
Carolina Partnership has a policy that you would need at least 50 jobs to receive grants. 
They were willing to accept 30 jobs based on a local company expansion which means 
that JHRG would have to come up with 30 jobs. If JHRG did not create 30 new jobs by 
2011 the company will have to pay back a portion of the grant. Commissioner Best made 
a motion to accept the agreement providing that JHRG will create 30 jobs instead of 15. 
Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to approve the following budget adjustments: 
1. $22,375 to Water and sewer revenues and to Water and Sewer expenditures for 

professional services 
2. $ 4,024 to Water and Sewer Bell's Septic Services and to Water and Sewer 

expenditures for sewer jet. 
3. Budget adjustments for General Fund and Water and Sewer Contingency to 

appropriate departments for adjustments to employee's health insurance line 
items. 

4. John Holpe, Town Manager requested a budget adjustment of $42,000 from 
Water and Sewer Fund Balance to Water and Sewer Contingency for replacement 
of the recently collapsed sewer line on North Walnut Street. 

Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 



John Holpe, Town Manager stated that Sue Yerkes from Nash County Recreation 
Department stated that the town needed to set aside what we are giving the recreation 
department now for the next fiscal year budget. After some discussion, Mayor Gwaltney 
stated that he objected to asking the town to pay for a county program because it would 
mean that the town residents would be paying more for recreation services than out of 
town residents who would be involved in the program. 

After some discussion and reading the lease between Nash-Rocky Mount Board of 
Education and the Town of Spring Hope, the gym would only be for athletics and 
basketball. 

Police Chief Denton gave an update on the Police Department. 

Commission Best made a motion requesting the town attorney to draw up an ordinance 
for the Recreation Department. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to £0 into closed session to evaluate the town 
manager. Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

After some discussion, the closed session was closed. No action was taken. The meeting 
was recessed until April21, 2007 for the Retreat Meeting at 9:00am. 

Recessed Meeting 
April21, 2007 

9:00am 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Stanley 
Hawley, Lee Bissett, Clyde Best and Bill Newkirk. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Liz Fairman, Town Attorney; Ken Ripley, 
Spring Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark. Nashville Graphic. 

Mayor Gwaltney called the meeting to order. 

John Holpe, Town Manager and Liz Fairman, Town Attorney reviewed the various ways 
the town can annex property. They were voluntary, involuntary, satellite, and legislative. 
The town manager had considered the three areas for possible annexation. The areas are: 
Highway 64 West to include Heritage Drive and nearby homes along old Highway 64 
towards Webbs Mill Road; Highway 64 East to take in Bio-Fuels Facility; and NC 581 
South of Spring Hope toward the former Premier Circuit plant. 



Commissioner Best made a motion to draw up a resolution to require people to come 
inside of town limit voluntary in order to receive water and sewer service. Commissioner 
Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to accept a Resolution of Support for the Clean Water 
Act of2007. Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
John Holpe, Town Manager went over the Proposed Overtime Pay and Compensatory 
Time Policy. He stated that adequate funds will be budgeted for all departments so that if 
a full time employee works over their regularly scheduled amount of hours for any period 
they will receive overtime pay for that pay period at the rate of 1 Yz times their regular 
pay. This will apply to all employees classified as Non-Exempt under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. He also stated that if employees desiring to receive compensatory time 
instead of overtime pay will have the option to do so. Compensatory time will be figured 
at 1 Yz hrs for each hour worked in excess of their regular work schedule for that pay 
period. All existing compensatory time for all employees must be used up by the end of 
June 30, 2007. Employees choosing to use compensatory time instead of overtime must 
used all of their earned compensatory time within the fiscal year in which it is earned. No 
comp. time will be permitted to be carried over into a new fiscal year. All overtime and 
or compensatory time must be pre-approved by the Town Manager unless in the case of 
an emergency situation or an extremely unusual situation as deemed by the Town 
Manager. Exempt employees will not be able to accrue compensatory time or overtime. 

There being no further business, Commissioner Best made a motion to adjourn. 
Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Attest: 

l. Su~~il.ted~ by: , ... 

·~ {J~'-J 
Betsy Bo~k 
Town Clerk 



Minutes 
of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
held in the Community Building 

May 14,2007 
7:00pm 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Lee Bissett, 
Stanley Hawley, Clyde Best and Bill Newkirk. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Mark Edwards, Town Attorney; Ken Ripley, 
Spring Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Mayor Gwaltney called the meeting to order and Commissioner Newkirk gave the 
invocation. 

Commissioner Clark made a motion to approve the minutes of April9, 2007 and the 
Recessed Meeting of April 21, 2007. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

John Holpe, Town Manager introduced Kevin Varnell with Stocks Engineering to the 
board. He spoke on all the services that Stocks Engineering would have available to help 
the town as far as engineering work. 

John Holpe, Town Manager spoke on behalf of Sue Yerkes, County Recreation Director 
about the recreation for the Town of Spring Hope. The county was asking the town to 
contribute$ 6,861 for the next four years. Commissioner Clark made a motion to go with 
the county recreation program and give them$ 6,861 for the next fiscal year. 
Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion. Commissioners Bissett, Hawley and Best 
opposed. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to accept the county recreation plan after final details 
are worked out. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

The bid opening was held on May 3, 2007 with The Wooten Company on the water line 
loop and the elevated storage tank project. There were four bids: Ed Braswell & Sons, Inc 
from Rocky Mount-$125,734.00; HB West, Inc, Smithfield-$ 132,948.60; Herring and 
Rivenbark, Kinston-$113,530.00; T.A. Loving Company, Goldsboro-$ 156,210.00. 
Commissioner Best made a motion to accept the bid of Herring & Rivenbark, pending 
approval by The Wooten Company. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 
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A proposed bulk water policy and rate schedule was presented to the board as follows: 
For the first 3,000 gallons-$ 30.00. Each additionall,OOO- $ 5.00. Town personnel must 
be advised and turn on the water at a hydrant. Commissioner Best made a motion to 
approve the Bulk Water Policy and Rate Schedule. Commissioner Hawley seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to have Raleigh and Community Streets and East 
Branch Street resurfaced with Powell Bill Funds after evaluation for specifications. 
Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

The resolution regarding annexation and providing water and sewer services were tabled 
until another meeting. 

Commissioner Bissett made a motion to adopt a Resolution for a Capital Improvement 
Plan. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. John 
Holpe, Town Manager was going to ask Kevin Varnell with Stocks Engineering the 
status of a grant program. 

Mark Edwards, Town Attorney stated that the agreement with the Gateway Partnership 
has been prepared and ready to be signed. He also talked to Mark Strickland concerning 
the Spaulding Lease on the gym and they were going to continue as stated in the contract. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to adopt a resolution for the week of May 141
h as 

Police Appreciation Week. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

A date of Monday, May 21,2007 was set for a budget meeting at 6:30pm at the 
community building. 

Chief Denton gave an update on the Police Department. He gave an update for the 
Checkpoint that was held at NC 58 land 64 Bypass on April27, 2007. He also introduces 
Brandon Rush as a new police officer. 

Commissioner Hewley made a motion to recess this meeting until May 21st at 6:30pm. 
Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Attest: 

, Su?i:ted blJ ( 
l~~~ 
Betsy Boylin 
Town Clerk 
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Minutes 
of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
held in the Community Building 

May 21,2007 
6:30pm 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Stanley 
Hawley, Clyde Best and Bill Newkirk. Commissioner Bissett was absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Ken Ripley, Spring Hope Enterprise; 
Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Sue Yerkes, Nash County Recreation Director stated how the towri would contribute 
towards a county recreation plan for the area. She stated that the county's first program 
would be football, which begins practice in August, then basketball. She stated that the 
county would still need volunteers to help out. 

Dean Byrd, Circuit Rider with the North Carolina Rural Water Association regarding 
water and sewer rates explain to the board how the town could produce $100,000 per year 
on this rate plan. He stated that the town would impose a flat availability fee for both 
water and sewer even if no water is used. The board will discuss the proposed rate 
changes at the next budget meeting. 

John Holpe, Town Manager went over some of the proposed budget for fiscal year 2007-
2008 in some areas. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to recess the meeting until Monday, June 4th at 
6:00pm. Commissioner Best seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Attest: 

Submitted by: 

Betsy Boykin 
Town Clerk 



Minutes 
of the 

Recessed Meeting 
Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 

June 4, 2007 
6:00pm 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Lee Bissett, 
Bill Newkirk, and Stanley Hawley. Commissioner Best was absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Ken Murchison, Spring Hope Enterprise; 
Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Mayor Gwaltney opened the meeting. 

John Holpe, Town Manager went over the Water and Sewer Budget, Water and Sewer 
Rate Schedule and Capital Improvement Plan. The water and sewer rate schedule was put 
on hold until he hears from Dean Byers with the Rural Water Association. 

John Holpe, Town Manager also went over the General Fund Budget which included all 
the departments. In the Administrative Department includes part-time help and a copier. 
For Capital Improvements: Community Building, Boy Scout Hut and our local match in 
the CDBG, recycling, Education and Training and License Fees for Grass Cutters.· 

A Budget Public Hearing was set for Thursday, June 21, 2007 at 6:00pm at the 
Community Building. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to go into closed session regarding personnel, 
Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

After discussion, Commissioner Hawley made a motion to go out of closed session. 
Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

There being no further business, Commissioner Bissett made a motion to adjourn, 
seconded by Commissioner Hawley and it passed unanimously. 

Attest: 



Minutes 
of the 

Regular Meeting of the Spring Hope Board of Commissioners 
June 11. 2007 

7:00pm 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Bill Newkirk, 
Clyde Best and Lee Bissett. Commissioner Hawley was absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Mark Edwards, Town Attorney; Ken Ripley, 
Spring Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic; Justin Boulmay, Rocky 
Mount Telegram. 

Mayor Gwaltney called the meeting to order. The invocation was given by Commissioner 
Best. 

Commissioner Newkirk made a motion to approve the minutes of May 14, 2007, May 21, 
2007; and June 4, 2007. Commissioner Clark seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Public Forum: 

Bishop Thomas Davis and Carolyn Baker with the Church of God of Prophecy spoke to 
the board regarding rental of the Spaulding Auditorium. They had been renting the 
auditorium from the town for the last two years and the lease did not expire until 
September 2007. He stated that a rumor had gotten out that the church was not paying the 
rent. Commissioners stated that was an untrue rumor and they apologized to Bishop 
Thomas Davis, pastor of the church and agreed the church had done nothing wrong. 

Michael Stephenson with the Nash Arts Council was not present, but he had sent a letter 
asking support of a "Sunday in the Park" type concert. It was tabled until the next 
meeting for Mr. Stephenson could explain it more to the board. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to approve the Tax Write Off; Water Write Off, and 
Release and Discoveries of Taxes (see attached). Commissioner Bissett seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Newkirk made a motion to adopt a Resolution to Continue in the Small 
Town Main Street Program. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 



Commissioner Best made a motion to approve a Resolution to adopt the Comprehensive 
Solid Waste Management Plan with Nash County. Commissioner Newkirk seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated that he check on recycling with Wyatt McGhee with 
Upper Coastal Plain of Government. They do not collect recycling and also do not have 
any dumpsters. He stated that he would have some options available at June 21, 2007 
meeting. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to enter into an agreement with the Nash County 
Board of Elections. Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

There was a discussion for a request for Department of Transportation study to have a 
traffic control device placed at the intersection of South Walnut Street and Second Street. 
Mr. Holpe was asked to write a letter to Department of Transportation to take a look at 
that site. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to approve a budget adjustment of $7200 to Water 
and Sewer Revenues and Expenditure account of30-8100-9600. Commissioner Clark 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated that vehicles park at South Pine Street and West Main 
Street, blocking the view of other vehicles. The board consider putting No Parking Sign 
there. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to give a 2% COLA and merit raise. Commissioner 
Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best stated that we need to write a letter to the State asking them if they 
would take up the railroad tracks at all railroad crossings. 

There was a discussion on home delivery mail. Commissioner Best made a motion to 
pass a resolution asking the post office for home delivery in town. Commissioner Bissett 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. John Holpe, Town Manager stated he 
would contact the legislation about home delivery in town. 



Commissioner Best made a motion to recess the meeting until June 21 at 6:00pm at 
which time a Budget Public Hearing would be held at the community building on the 
Fiscal Year 2007-2008 Budget. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion find it passed 
unanimously. 

Attest: 

I S'»~itted b~ )_ r 

LJJ?-&it) LfJ{J_,vv~itJ 
, Betsy Boy~in 
Town Clerk 



Minutes 
of the 

Recessed Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
and Budget Hearing 

June 21, 2007 
6:00pm 

Members present: Commissioners Marion Clark, Stanley Hawley and Clyde Best. Mayor 
Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Bill Newkirk, and Lee Bissett were absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic; Justin 
Boulmay, Rocky Mount Telegram; Joe Burnette, Spring Hope Enterprise; Hillary Hellon, 
Wilson Daily Times. 

Mayor Pro Tern Marion Clark reconvenes the meeting. 

John Holpe Holpe, Town Manager reviews the budget for Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 

Michael Stephenson with the Nash Arts Council was present asking support from the 
town. Commissioner Hawley stated that he needed to come back at a later meeting when 
all of the commissioners were present. 

Joe Wilkinson talked about a grant that the Revitalization Board got back in 1986. Mayor 
Pro Tern Clark asked him to bring it back at our regular meeting. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to close the Budget Hearing and go into the regular 
meeting. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to accept the 2007-2008 budget as presented by John 
Holpe, Town Manager. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Attest: 
isu.?it~~y: I /1 I ( . 

~;SLJl/J_&;/(£MJ 
Betsy Boykin<l 
Town Clerk 



Minutes 
of the 

Special Called Meeting 
Spring Hope Board of Commissioners 

June 27, 2007 
12:00 pm 

Members present: Commissioners Marion Clark, Clyde Best, Bill Newkirk, Stanley 
Hawley. Mayor Buddy Gwaltney and Commissioner Lee Bissett were absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager, Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Mayor Pro Tern Clark opened the meeting. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to approve the following budget adjustments: 

Revenue Item: 

Misc. Revenue 

Expenditures: 

Expenditure Item 

New Town Hall 

Contracted Services 
Sanitation 

Account# Amount 

10-3350-0000 $16,000 

Account# Amount 

10-5000-7300 $ 5,000 

10-5800-7300 $11,000 

Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Hawley seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 

{~a?~-!Y.~tl /d.u 
Betsy~ 7J 
Town Clerk 



Minutes 
of the 

Recessed Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
and Budget Hearing 

June 21, 2007 
6:00pm 

Members present: Commissioners Marion Clark, Stanley Hawley and Clyde Best. Mayor 
Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Bill Newkirk,' and Lee Bissett were absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic; Justin 
Boulmay, Rocky Mount Telegram; Joe Burnette, Spring Hope Enterprise; Hillary Hellon, 
Wilson Daily Times. 

Mayor Pro Tern Marion Clark reconvenes the meeting. 

John Holpe Holpe, Town Manager reviews the budget for Fiscal Year 2007-2008. 

Michael Stephenson with the Nash Arts Council was present asking support from the 
town. Commissioner Hawley stated that he needed to come back at a later meeting when 
all of the commissioners were present. 

Joe Wilkinson talked about a grant that the Revitalization Board got back in 1986. Mayor 
Pro Tern Clark asked him to bring it back at our regular meeting. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to close the Budget Hearing and go into the regular 
meeting. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to accept the 2007-2008 budget as presented by John 
Holpe, Town Manager. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Attest: 
iSuJfit~y.: I /) I/ . 
·~JLJ;J&;~J 
Betsy Boykin(} 
Town Clerk 



Minutes 
of the 

Special Called Meeting 
Spring Hope Board of Commissioners 

June 27, 2007 
12:00 pm 

Members present: Commissioners Marion Clark, Clyde Best, Bill Newkirk, Stanley 
Hawley. Mayor Buddy Gwaltney and Commissioner Lee Bissett wete absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager, Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Mayor Pro Tern Clark opened the meeting. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to approve the following budget adjustments: 

Revenue Item: 

Misc. Revenue 

Expenditures: 

Expenditure Item 

New Town Hall 

Contracted Services 
Sanitation 

Account# 

10-3350-0000 

Account# 

10-5000-7300 

10-5800-7300 

Amount 

$16,000 

Amount 

$ 5,000 

$11,000 

Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to adjourn. Commissioner Hawley seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 

Attest: 



~~~~- ----------------

Minutes 
of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
July 9, 2007 

7:00p.m. 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Clyde Best, 
Bill Newkirk, Stanley Hawley, and Lee Bissett. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Mark Edwards, Town Attorney; Ken 
Murchison, Spring Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Mayor Gwaltney called the meeting to order. Commissioner Newkirk gave the 
invocation. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to approve the minutes of June 11, June 21 and 
June 27, 2007. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated the recycling rate was increasing with Waste 
Industries; He came up with a plan that would save the town, if the town employees 
would pick up the recycling. Sonoco Products Company, Hartsville S.C. firm with a 
subsidiary location in Raleigh has agreed to take the recyclables free of charge. A notice 
to all residents was advertised effective in July 2007, curbside recycling pick-ups will 
change every other Thursday to every other Thursday to every other Tuesday. 
Commissioner Best made a motion to approve the recycling plan with town employees 
picking up the recycling. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Consideration of a Cross Connection Control Ordinance: John Holpe, Town Manager 
stated that the board may want to wait until the next months meeting to have a chance to 
look over it before voting on this item. Commissioner Best stated that we needed to get 
more clarification about this ordinance. Commissioner Clark stated maybe someone 
could come and talk to the board more about it before adopting this ordinance. 

There was a discussion authorizing the Town Attorney to draft an ordinance requiring all 
vehicles parked within the town limits to have a current license, registration, and 
inspection sticker. Commissioner Best made a motion to draft an ordinance to that effect. 
Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to increase water deposits from$ 100.00 to $150.00 
and reconnection fee from$ 25.00 to$ 50.00. Commissioner Newkirk stated we need to 



....... __________________ _ 

give citizens a courtesy call before cutting off the service. Commissioner Best stated he 
did not think that was a good idea, maybe leave a letter or card at the door before cutting 
off service. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Bissett made a motion to approve a policy to allow employees to take 
educational courses concerning the town, with the town providing funds of$ 500.00 per 
year. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 

Attest: 

~~ Mayor - ~ 

------------------------···•·111111·0~ 



Minutes 
Of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
August 13, 2007 

7:00p.m. 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Marion Clark, Lee Bissett, Bill Newkirk, 
Clyde Best and Stanley Hawley. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Mark Edwards, Town Attorney; Ken 
Murchison, Spring Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

Mayor Gwaltney opened the meeting and the invocation was given by Commissioner 
Best. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to approve the minutes of July 9, 2007, seconded 
by Commissioner Clark and passed unanimously. 

Public Forum: Lillie Brodie had a complaint of heavy traffic, loud music by her house on 
Wilder Drive. Chief Denton was asked to keep a check on that area. She also stated that 
someone had turned her water hose on for a few days and she was unaware of it. She was 
asking for an adjustment on her water bill because she knew it was going to be large. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to go into a Public Hearing regarding proposed 
changes to the Subdivision Ordinance. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. Jodi Koviack with the Department of Community Assistance went 
over the changes that were made to the Subdivision Ordinance. There was no public 
comments. Commissioner Hawley made a motion to go out of the Public Hearing. 
Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
Commissioner Best made a motion to approve the Minor and Major changes to the 
Subdivision Ordinances. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Bissett made a motion to go into a Public Hearing regarding the rezoning 
of a lot at the northwest corner ofNorth Ash Street and West Nash Street from an R-8 
Zone to a Central Business Zone. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. Melody Vallalobos wanted to operate a retail art/craft and antiques 
business at that location. Commissioner Best questioned if letters had been sent to the 
adjoining property owners concerning the rezoning. (There has not been any letters sent 
at this 



time) Commissioner Hawley made a motion to go out of the Public Hearing, seconded by 
Commissioner Bissett and passed unanimously. Commissioner Hawley stated that we 
should tabled this until the next meeting. 

Jeff Whitley with EnviroLink, Inc. was present to discuss the overview of the proposed 
Cross Connection Control Ordinances. This ordinance will help protect the town's 
potable water supply against actual or potential contamination. He stated that in 2003, the 
state started requiring municipal water suppliers to adopt an ordinance to protect against 
the chance of back flow at certain businesses such as funeral homes, beauty shops, 
doctor's offices, laundries, garages, restaurants and schools. He stated that the customer 
would be required to install a backflow preventer at their cost. He stated they would have 
six months to install the backflow preventer after they are notified. Commissioner Best 
made a motion to approve the Cross Connection Control Ordinances. Commissioner 
Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Kevin Varnell, with Stocks Engineering was present to discuss the proposed water line 
replacement project. He stated that all galvanized water lines would be replaced with 
PVC lines on East Branch Street at a cost of$29,000. The Walnut Street Project will be 
done next at a cost of$ 52,000. 

Mr. Holpe, Town Manager stated that he would check to see if funds would be available 
to repair the sink hole on South Ash Street. That cost would be approximately $30,000. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to approve a contract with the Spring Hope Fire 
Department. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to approve the salary increases for some police 
officers (see attached). Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Newkirk made a motion that the lease would be up for Spring Hope 
Church of God of Prophecy September 2, 2007 for the rental of the Spring Hope 
Auditorium. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Tim Denton, Chief gave an update on the police department. He stated he had two 
vacancies and had three applications at this time. He also thanked the board on behalf of 
the police department for the salaries increases 



- ~~--- - ~-~~~ ~ ~ ~"-"""" - ~- ...... ~--- - ---~ - --- - ---~ ~~ - ----

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to enter into a closed session for personnel issue. 
Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

1 
s7~tted by: l , 
V~JJJL <io . J-fiCl ~ 1/P,cf,<-j 

Bets~n" 0 
Town Clerk 

' 



Minutes 
Of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
September 10, 2007 

7:00p.m. 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioner Marion Clark, Bill Newkirk, 
Clyde Best, Lee Bissett and Stanley Hawley. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Mark Edwards, Town Attorney; Ken 
Murchison, Spring Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville Graphic. 

There were several citizens present. Mayor Gwaltney opened the meeting and invocation 
was given by Commissioner Newkirk. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to approve the minutes of the August 13, 2007 
meeting. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to go in a Public Hearing regarding rezoning of a 
lot at 201 North Ash Street from Residential 8 to either Central Business or to Central 
Business Special Use for Retail/Office. Commissioner Best seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. After discussion Commissioner Best made a motion to close the 
Public Hearing. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to approve a Special Use Permit in a R-8 Zone. 
Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to go into a Public Hearing regarding filing of a 
CDBG application for storm drainage improvement work on South Pine Street at JHRG, 
Inc. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. David Cox 
with RSM Harris Associates, Inc. presented the budget for this project: 
$190,000- Estimated Construction & Engineering Cost 
$ 18,000- Administrative Cost 
The total cost of the project, minus the $24,000, the value of the pipe to be contributed 
by D.O.T. would be$ 184,000, 75% CDBG grant would be$ 138,000 and 25% Local 
Match would be$ 46,000. Carolina Gateway Partnership has made a commitment of$ 
12,500, Owner of the Property,$ 6,200 and the town share would be$ 27,300. 
Commissioner Best made a motion to close the Public Hearing. Commissioner Hawley 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. There was a discussion of this project 
and it was decided to let the engineer come to the board and work everything out to keep 
the water from going under the building at JHRG, Inc. 



l 

Commissioner Best made a motion to go back to the regular session. Commissioner 
Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated that a list of Permitted Conditional Uses in a Central 
Business Zone was in the agenda packet. There will be a Public Hearing held at the next 
meeting to amend the Zoning Ordinance. 

The Interlocal Agreement between the County ofNash and Town of Spring Hope 
concerning Recreation was tabled until later. 

There was a discussion concerning amending its junked motor vehicle ordinance or 
adopting a new one which would define a junked motor vehicle as any vehicle without a 
license tag or current registration. The statutes do not provide for such a broad definition 
of"junked motor vehicle". Mark Edwards, Town Attorney was asked to look into the 
lSSUe. 

The Board of Adjustment needs a replacement for Don Smith (deceased). Commissioner 
Bissett made a motion to appoint Jody Langford for the town alternate. Commissioner 
Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Newkirk made a motion to approve the Spaulding Enterprise Fund Budget 
for 2007-2008. Commissioner Best seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Bishop Davis and Carolyn Baker with the Church of God of Prophecy were present to 
discuss with the board, why the board will not let them rent the Spaulding Auditorium for 
church services anymore. Commissioner Hawley stated that he had no problem but he 
did not want the building tied up every Sunday. The board decided if the building was not 
rented they could rent it. 

Mark Edwards, Town Attorney stated that a motion to close Hazel Alley had previously 
been approved, but no written ordinance. The attorney was asked to draw up an ordinance 
for closing Hazel Alley. 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated that a Retirement Party would be held for Earl 
Wilkins, September 13th at the Western Sizzlin Steak House in Rocky Mount. 

Tim Denton, Chief gave an update on the Police Department. He stated that the 
department currently has 3 full time openings. Officer Brandon Rush submitted his 
resignation effective September lOth. He stated that background investigations are 
underway on some applicants. Also he has sent out letters for assistance from other 
agencies for the Pumpkin Festival. 



Commissioner Newkirk stated that one day a week is not working well for picking up 
garbage for the businesses. He stated we need to go back and look at recycling contract at 
a cheaper rate and go back to picking it up 2 times a week. 

There being no further business, Commissioner Best made a motion to adjourn. 
Commissioner seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Attest: 



Minutes 
Of the 

Special Meeting 
Spring Hope Board of Commissioners 

September 20, 2007 
6:00p.m. 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Stanley 
Hawley, Clyde Best and Bill Newkirk. Commissioner Lee Bissett was absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager. 

Mayor Gwaltney called the meeting to order. 

The Special Meeting was called for consideration of approval of proposed budget 
adjustments for purpose of purchasing a used dump truck. 

Town Manager, John Holpe, Commissioners Stanley Hawley and Bill Newkirk went to 
Louisburg to look at a used dump truck at Gordon timber Sales, Inc 
The price of the one that they selected was$ 13,000 for 1991 model. 
The manager stated that we don't have the funds in the budget set aside at the present 
time. Commissioner Best stated that if we needed a truck we should have budgeted for it. 
He stated that if we had funds budget or contingency, he could see that. He stated he was 
not in favor of buying a truck that the money needs to be use for something else. 
Commissioner Best made a motion not to purchase a truck. After some discussion, the 
motion died for lack of a second. 

Commissioner Clark made a motion to purchase a 1991 dump truck to be paid out of fund 
balance upon recommendation of a mechanic to check it out. Commissioner Newkirk 
seconded the motion, passed 3 to 1, Commissioner Best opposed. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Hawley and it 
passed unanimously. 

Attest: 



Minutes 
Of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
October 8, 2007 

7:00p.m. 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Lee Bissett, 
Stanley Hawley and Clyde Best. Commissioner Bill Newkirk was absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Betsy Boykin, Town Clerk; Mark Edwards, 
Town Attorney; Ken Murchison, Spring Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville 
Graphic. 

Mayor Gwaltney called the meeting to order and the invocation was given by 
Commissioner Best. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
September 10,2007 and a Special Meeting of September 20,2007. Commissioner 
Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Public Forum: 
Helen Bissette at 223 East Nash Street regarding asking permission to have goats to clean 
up her property. This request was turned down due to the ordinance. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to go into a Public Hearing regarding an amendment 
to the Zoning Ordinance deleting as a Conditional Use in a Commercial Zone Churches 
and Funeral Homes. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

At the present time, churches and funeral homes are allowed in the district as a 
conditional use. The town board and the planning board are considering changing the 
zoning ordinances. John Holpe, Town Manager stated that the central business district is 
zoned for retail. He stated that if the ordinances were changed, existing churches and 
funeral homes would be recognized as non-complying legal uses. They would be allowed 
to remain where they are, but they would not be allowed to expand. This request will be 
discuss at the October 18, 2007 Planning Board meeting and then bought back to the 
Board of Commissioner Meeting next month. Commissioner Best made a motion to go 
out of the Public Hearing, seconded by Commissioner Hawley and it passed 
unanimously. 



I 

Consideration of approval of a Resolution approving the filing a CDBG for drainage 
improvement work on South Pine Street. Commissioner Bissett made a motion to adopt a 
Resolution for filing an application for this grant. Commissioner Hawley seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. 

On September 12, 2005, the town board agreed to close Hazel Alley. There was never an 
ordinance drawn up at that time. Commissioner Best made a motion to adopt an 
ordinance closing Hazel Alley from Branch Street to Main Street. Commissioner Hawley 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to approve the budget adjustment of$ 3, 200 as 
miscellaneous revenues and expenditure for demolishing the house at 311 South Poplar 
Street. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. The town 
received three bids and the lowest one was AI Colley from Rocky Mount. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to transfer of$ 153,530 from the water and sewer to 
the Capital Improvement Plan. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Bissett made a motion to release the taxes as presented per Nash County 
on the following: 

Time Warner Cable--------------------------------$ 255.56- remove late fee, clerical error. 
Bedelia Tucker------------------------------------- 4.71- did not reside in town/01/01/07 
Brenda/Larry Lamm------------------------------- 1.33- did not operate 01/01/07 
Maynor Hawkins----------------------------------- 2. 79- mobile home torn down 
Melvin/Barbara Hansen--------------------------- 31.31- did not reside in town 
Catherine Sandoval-------------------------------- 7.50- mobile home torn down 
Airgate, PCS---------------------------------------- 31.14- remove late fee, clerical error 

Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Consideration of Recreation Agreement with Nash County: 
Commissioner Best made a motion to enter into a Interlocal Agreement with the County 
ofNash for the Recreation Program with changes in Article 1, Sec 2.1- Repair in place of 
Install New rest rooms stalls, Article 3.2 county will be in charge of locking and 
unlocking doors when park in not in use. Community Hawley seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated that Dorothy Nelson, Town Planning Board Member 
term expired as of June 30, 2007 and does not wish to serve another term. It was mention 
to ask Terri Allen if she would like to serve. Drew Griffin name was also mentioned. 



Commissioner Best made a motion to make sure there is money in the Powell Bill Fund 
first before paving East Branch Street. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

Discussion of possible upcoming grants and programs: 
T-21 for Revitalization and the Depot 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Pathways 
Recreation 
Water and Sewer Capital Improvements 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to reschedule our town meeting to Tuesday, 
November 13,2007 at 7:00p.m. because of the Veteran Day Holiday on Monday, 
November 12, 2007. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Tim Denton, Police Chief gave an update on the Police Department. 

There being no further business, Commissioner Bissett made a motion to adjourn, 
seconded by Commissioner Hawley and it passed unanimously. 

Attest: 



Minutes 
Of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
November 13, 2007 

7:00p.m. 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Clyde Best, 
Bill Newkirk and Stanley Hawley. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Betsy Boykin, Town Clerk; Mark Edwards, 
Town Attorney; Ken Murchison, Spring Hope Enterprise. 

Mayor Gwaltney called the meeting to order and Commissioner Clark gave the 
invocation. 

Commissioners Best made a motion to approve the meeting of October 8, 2007. 
Commissioner Newkirk seconded the meeting and it passed unanimously. 

Kevin Varnell with Stocks Engineering reported on the Poplar Street Well. He stated that 
the State would allow the town to dig a new well within 50 feet of the old Poplar Street 
Well that was abandoned in 2000. The town would need to get permits from the state and 
the county and a 1 00 foot easement from the new well head. He stated that digging a new 
well would probably cost approximately$ 20,000 to $ 25,000. 

Kevin V ameli with Stocks Engineering was present to discuss Phrase 2 water line 
replacement project report. The contract was awarded to Ed Braswell for$ 51, 840. The 
project will replace two inch lines with six inch lines from the meter to the main line. 
Lines will be replaced around Nash Street and North Walnut Street. 

In a letter of October 17, 2007, the Town was awarded an$ 840,000 grant from the State 
Clean Water Management Trust Fund for the sewer system. The town will have to 
contribute$ 100,000 towards the grant. John Holpe, Town Manager stated that the town 
would probably have to replace about ten manholes and repair eight lift stations. With 
this grant, the water and sewer bills might have to be raised. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to go into a Public Hearing regarding Planning Board 
recommendation to allow churches in Residential-8 Zone under certain conditions. 
Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. Jodi Koviach, 
Division of Community Assistance drafted an ordinance to that effect. In the ordinances, 
Article 5, the twenty footbuffer was changed to an eight foot buffer, and the Type C 
planting yard was changed to a Type A planting yard. Commissioner Best made a motion 
to close the public hearing, seconded by Commissioner Clark and it passed unanimously. 
Commissioner Best made a motion to take the recommendation of the Planning Board to 
allow churches in R-8 Zone under certain conditions. Commissioner Newkirk seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously. 



Regarding the Planning Board recommendation not to allow places of assembly in 
Commercial Business Districts, Commissioner Best made a motion to leave the 
Ordinances in place as a Conditional Use Permit, seconded by Commissioner Newkirk 
and it passed unanimously. The Town Attorney advised that the proper action to take 
would be to table the item. Commissioner Best made a motion to table the item, seconded 
by Commissioner Newkirk and carried. 

There was no action taken on the acceptance of Clean Water Management Trust Fund 
grant until we get the contract. The board will review it at the December meeting. 

Commissioner Best made a motion to recommend Drew Griffin as a replacement of 
Dorothy Nelson on the Planning Board. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and 
it passed unanimously. 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated that five trash cans had been ordered in April2007 
and we have never received them. The funds were in last year's budget but were never 
used. Commissioner Best made a motion to put back $ 2,990.29 from fund balance .. 
Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously; 

There was a discussion regarding voluntary water restrictions. Commissioner Best 
recommended to publish an article in the paper asking people to conserve water. 

The manager stated that he attended Rural Center workshop in Plymouth on October 30, 
2007 reference to the Rural Center Water and Sewer Improvement Grant. Items discussed 
at the meeting included : How to select a consultant . 

How to draft a proposal 
How to resolve a conflict once a consultant is selected 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated that the Pizza Oven had a large water bill, which the 
owner stated that they had not used the gallons that it was showing. He was asking for an 
adjustment. It was decided to go with the present adjustment policy. The present policy 
would not allow for an adjustment to the Pizza Oven situation. 

Chief Tim Denton gave a monthly update on the police department. He stated he had 
hired Clint Smith as a police officer. Officer Smith thanked the board for giving him an 
opportunity to work with the Town. 

There being no further business, Commissioner Best made a motion to adjourn, seconded 
by Commissioner Hawley and it passed unanimously. 

Attest: 

~u~tted by~: , • 

~~: Q I L,tA) 
Betsy Boykin ~ 
Town Clerk 



RESOLUTION DIRECTING THE CLERK TO INVESTIGATE 
A PETITION RECEIVED UNDER G.S. 160A-31 

WHEREAS, a petition requesting annexation of an area described in said petition 
was received on November 26, 2007 by the Board of Commissioners; and 

WHEREAS, G.S. 160A-31 provides that the sufficiency of the petition shall be 
investigated by the Town Clerk before further annexation proceedings may take place; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Spring Hope deems it 
advisable to proceed in response to this request for annexation; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the 
Town of Spring Hope that: 

The Town Clerk is hereby directed to investigate the sufficiency of the above 
described petition and to certify as soon as possible to the Board of Commissioners the 
result of (his/her) investigation. 

ATTEST: 



Special Called Meeting 
Of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
November 26, 2007 

6:00p.m. 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Marion Clark, Clyde Best, 
Bill Newkirk, Lee Bissett and Stanley Hawley. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Betsy Boykin, Town Clerk; Liz Fairman, 
Town Attorney; Ken Murchison, Spring Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville 
Graphic. 

Mayor Gwaltney called the meeting to order. 

John M. May owners of May Farm Associates has requested that 82 acres that he own be 
annex into the town limits. This property is located on the west side ofHwy. 581 south. 
The property consists of three parcels. Mike Stocks of Stocks engineering stated that the 
property is in the process of being sold to Tands, Inc. which owns Bojangles Restaurants. 

Liz Fairman, Town Attorney stated that the town could not approve the annexation until 
the town clerk investigated the sufficiency of the petition for annexation. Commissioner 
Hawley made a motion to authorize the town clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the 
petition and report back to the board. Commissioner Best seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Bissett made a motion to set a date of the Public Hearing on question of 
annexation pursuant to G.S. 160 A-31. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

The Public Hearing was scheduled for the December 10, 2007 meeting at 7:00p.m. 

Commissioner Bissett made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Hawley and 
it passed unanimously. 

, suritted by. : 

Lf.j,i;tk D/J& R:t~/ 
BetsyBoyk~ 1 ~ Attest: 
Town Clerk 

I 



Minutes 
of the 

Spring Hope Board of Commissioners Meeting 
December 10, 2007 

7:00pm 

Members present: Mayor Buddy Gwaltney, Commissioners Lee Bissett, Stanley Hawley 
and Bill Newkirk. Commissioner Marion Clark and Clyde Best were absent. 

Also present: John Holpe, Town Manager; Betsy Boykin, Town Clerk; Mark Edwards, 
Town Attorney; Ken Murchison, Spring Hope Enterprise; Amanda Clark, Nashville 
Graphic; Hilary Hellons, Wilson Daily Times. 

Also several citizens were present including six Boy Scouts from Troop# 148. 

Mayor Gwaltney called the meeting to order and Commissioner Newkirk gave the 
invocation. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 
November 13,2007 and a Called Special Meeting ofNovember 26,2007. Commissioner 
Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

Senator A.B. Swindell administer the oath of office to newly elected Commissioner 
Stanley Hawley and Bill Newkirk. 

Betsy Boykin, Town Clerk reported to the board the Certificate of Sufficiency. She stated 
that she had investigated the petition attached hereto and have found as a fact that said 
petition is signed by all owners of real property lying in the area described therein in 
accordance with G.S. 160A-31. Commissioner Bissett made a motion to accept the 
Certificate of Sufficiency. Commissioner Hawley seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to go into a Public Hearing to discuss Voluntary 
Annexation Petition. Commissioner Newkirk seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

After some discussion, Commissioner Hawley made a motion to close the Public 
Hearing, seconded by Commissioner Bissett and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to adopt an Ordinance to Extend the Corporate 
Limits of the Town of Spring Hope. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it 
passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Bissett made a motion to go into a Public Hearing regarding rezoning 
request of three tracts of land owned by May Farm Associates. Commissioner Hawley 



seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. John Holpe, Town Manager reported on 
the Planning Commission's recommendation and Statement of Consistency regarding the 
rezoning request and amendment to the zoning ordinance. Commissioner Newkirk made 
a motion to close the Public Hearing and enter back to the regular session, seconded by 
Commissioner Hawley and it passed unanimously. 

Commissioner Hawley made a motion to accept the re-zoning request and the zoning 
ordinance amendment. Commissioner Bissett seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 

Gerrelene Walker, CPA gave the audit report for fiscal year 2006-2700. 

John Holpe, Town Manager discussed Safe Routes to School Program. He stated he held 
a Kick-Off Committee Meeting on November 27,2007 with some of the school staff 
members and county commissioner Danny Tyson. Commissioner Newkirk made a 
motion to authorize the town manager to apply for a grant with the Department of 
Transportation, Safe Routes to School Programs, seconded by Commissioner Hawley and 
it passed unanimously. 

John Holpe, Town Manager stated we have been paying Phillip Hinton out of Cemetery 
Contingency, He stated that if we were going to keep him working this winter, we need 
to make a budget adjustment of$ 1,000. Commissioner Bissett stated that we need to try 
to get the inmates before making the adjustment. 

Commissioner Bissett made motion to approve a budget adjustment for $5,000 from fund 
balance to the Spaulding Auditorium Enterprise Fund. Commissioner Newkirk seconded 
the motion and it passed unanimously. 

There was a discussion of the review of wording for the new town hall plaque and a date 
and time for the dedication of the new town hall. 

There being no further business, Commissioner Bissett made a motion to adjourned, 
seconded by Commissioner Hawley and it passed unanimously. 

1Su~t:~: ( J. 1!1 • //a 
~~~~~~ Attest: 
Town Clerk 



CERTIFICATE OF SUFFICIENCY 

To the Board of Commissioners of the Town of Spring Hope, NC: 

I, 'Town Clerk, do hereby certify that I have 
investigated he ~petition attached ereto and have found as a fact that said petition is 
signed by all owners of real property lying in the area described therein, in accordance 
with G.S. 160A-31 . 

. In witness ~he//Jit~ve h~:;:set mtand and a.!:fixed the seal of the Town 
of Spnng Hope, thiS · Clay of· ' e:;e4Mt. w20 {}'J 

(SEAL) 



RESOLUTION FIXING DATE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON QUESTION 
OF ANNEXATION PURSUANT TO G.S. 160A-31 

WHEREAS, a petition requesting annexation of the area described herein has 
been received; and 

WHEREAS, the Board of Commissioners has by resolution directed the Town 
Clerk to investigate the sufficiency of the petition; and 

WHEREAS, certification by the Town Clerk as to the sufficiency of the petition 
has been made; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Commissioners of the 
Town of Spring Hope, North Carolina that: 

Section 1. A public hearing on the question of annexation of the area 
described herein will be held at..s:A': CtJ1'tM0141ii'( t/PIU>tiV6 at 7:oo temfpm) 
on the ;o 7'H day of ~l"~fJEL- , 20 07 . 

Section 2. The area proposed for annexation is described as follows: 

Section 3. Notice of the public hearing shall be published in .Je.e.,~>~' !~oPt 
&n:M~ll! , a newspaper having general circulation in the Town of Spring 

Hope, at least ten (1 0) days prior to the date of the public hearing. 

ATTEST: 



Statement of Planning Commission Recommendation 
And Statement of Consistency Regarding Rezoning 
Request by May Farm Associates 

The Spring Hope Planning Commission met in a called meeting on 
Monday, December 3, 2007 at 6:00pm at the Town's Community 
Building to consider a request by May Farm Associates to rezone to 
General Business an 82 acre tract of property, parts of which are now 
zoned Residential-a, Light Industrial, and Interchange Commercial. 
This property fronts on Highway 581 South at the Town Limits and 
runs south on Highway 581 toward the Highway 64 Bypass 
Interchange. Upon a motion by Howard Weeks, and seconded by 
Buddy Gwaltney, and carried 6 to O,with one member abstaining due 
to a conflict of interest, the Planning Commission recommends to 
rezone this 82 acre tract of land, and that the Planning Commission 
hereby is of the opinion that this rezoning would be consistent with the 
Spring Hope Comprehensive Plan, that it would be beneficial to the 
orderly development of the Town, and that it would not have an 
adverse effect on the surrounding property owners. 

~-~lp~n Manager and Zoning Administrator 

December, 4, 2007 


